Ephesians 3:1 … 7 - 8
1For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,  2If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  3How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  4Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  5Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  6That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  7Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  8Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
Next Week:

We’ll continue in Ephesians 3:1-9:
· “prisoner of Jesus Christ”

· “dispensation of grace”

· “mystery of Christ”


Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles
 
Ephesians 3:1, 3:6-7, 3:8
Romans 1:13

Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.
Romans 11:13

For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:

Romans 15:16

That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

1 Timothy 2:7

Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.

2 Timothy 1:11

Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

2 Timothy 4:17

Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

Acts 9:15

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

Acts 22:21

And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.

Acts 26:17

Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

Acts 28:28

Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.
Galations 2:7-9

7But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;  8(For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)  9And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

Paul is not a replacement for Judas:
Matthew 27:3-5

3Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  4Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.  5And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.

Acts 1:11-17 … 23-26

15And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)  16Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.  17For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry.

…

23And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  24And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,  25That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.  26And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

2 Peter 3:15-16

15And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  16As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

1 Corinthians 15:9

For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

