Ephesians 1:1-12
1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:  2Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:  5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;
9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:  12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.


v1:
We talked about verse 1 last week.

v2:
Grace is unmerited favor
Peace is a result of a new position (Colossians 1:19-21)
v3:
God the Father has already blessed us in heavenly places  (Ephesians 2:6)
v4-5:
Predestination is not the way that Calvin described.  It couldn’t be (2 Peter 3:9). The predestination is conforming to the call (Revelation 17:14; Matthew 22:14; Romans 1:6-7, Romans 8:30; Eph 1:11).
v6:
Glory of his Grace

(God’s Trophies: Ephesians 2:7)
v7:
Through his blood  (Exodus 12:13;

1 Corinthians 5:7;  John 1:29,36)
V7-8:
Third time “GRACE” is mentioned in just seven verses.  And here in verse 8, we see this grace abounds toward us.
(1 Tim 1:14 … exceeding abundant)
v9:
What is a mystery?

(Romans 16:25; Col 1:26-27)
What is his will?

God’s universal will for man is that all should be saved and be like Jesus (2 Peter 3:9; Rom 12:1)
v10:
The gathering together:  (Matt 24:31; Romans 3:9; 1 Corinthians 10:32)
v11:
We have obtained an inheritance:

(Ephesians 2:7; Titus 3:7; 2 Peter 1:1-4)

v12:
What we should be:

“to the praise of his glory”

(Ephesians 4:13; 1 Peter 1:15-16)
