EPHESIANS:
Start with Title … Define “Epistle”

Ephesians 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are

· at Ephesus, and

· to the faithful in Christ Jesus:

Ephesus.
Timothy was at Ephesus when Paul wrote this letter to him (1:3). Ephesus was a great Greek city. It was in the western part of what is now Turkey. In New Testament times it was in the part of the Roman Empire which was called 'Asia'. Ephesus was a port.
People from Roman 'Asia' heard the Good News and believed in Jesus right at the start (Acts 2:9). Then Acts 18:24 to 20:1 tells us how the church in Ephesus began, and in Acts 20:16-38 there is the speech which Paul made to the leaders of the church in Ephesus. There is a letter written by Paul to the church at Ephesus, as well as the two letters which Paul wrote to Timothy when he was in Ephesus. Then there is the message to Ephesus in the book of Revelation (Rev 2:1-7); and the three letters from John may well have been sent to Ephesus. Many people think that John lived in Ephesus until he was a very old man. If so, John wrote his Gospel there.
There were many Jews who lived in Ephesus. Some of them were Christians. But some Jewish teachers had come to Ephesus with strange teaching. This was causing trouble in the church.

Acts 20:24

24But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.  25And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.  26Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  27For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.  28Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  29For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Paul stays in Ephesus
Acts 19:22

So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season.

Timothy, Paul’s disciple, is a Pastor in Ephesus
1 Timothy 1:3

As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,

Paul’s two books to Timothy exemplify the qualifications for Christian leadership.  Timothy was to pass this information on the his church.  

The Ephesian church rose to the occasion:

Revelation 2:1-3

1Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;  2I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:  3And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  

But they missed a key point:

Revelation 2:4

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

In fact, this is emphasized by Paul at the of end of his letter:

Ephesians 6:24

Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.
CLOSE WITH:
Jeremiah 2:1-9

